
New Riders (2007)

This is a very interesting book.

C o - f o u n d e d i n 1 9 9 0 b y G r a h a m N a s h a n d R M a c H o l b e rt ,

N a s h E d i t i o n s w a s t h e w o r l d ’s f i r s t p ro f e s s i o n a l f i n e - a rt

digital printmaking studio and for more than fifteen

years has established and international reputation for

innovation and excellence in the field. While they will

deny claims that they ‘invented digital printmaking’,

i t ’s true they have made significant and lasting contri-

butions to its evolution. Proof may be found in the

S m i t h s o n i a n ’s collection of both the equipment they

have used and the prints they made with it. Arg u a b l y,

t h e i n k j e t p r i n t i n g re v o l u t i o n m a y h a v e t ru l y b e g u n w h e n

a ro c k s t a r a n d h i s p a rt n e r t o o k a h a c k s a w t o a $120,000

Iris pre p ress proofing machine and re c o nf i g u red it so

that it could print on fine art printmaking p a p e r. They
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have always maintained a spirit of experimentation

and broad minds with re g a rd to aesthetics, aiding an

extensive number of highly diverse artists in the

re p roduction of their work. In so many ways, they

have proved the merits of the medium.

E d i t o r b y G a rre t t W h i t e ( f o rm e r d i re c t o r o f p u b l i c a t i o n s

at LACMA and The Whitney Museum of American A rt )

h a s a s s e m b l e d m o re t h a n 1 8 0 i m a g e s re p re s e n t i n g a n

o v e rwhelming diverse array of sensibilities and f o u r

e s s a y s b y i m p o rt a n t c o n t r i b u t o r s i n v a r i o u s n i c h e s t o

our evolving photographic tradition, which are alter-

nately personal, intellectual, and technical

The four essays include a three page introduction by

Graham Nash ( rock star); a twenty-two page “History

of Nash Editions “by Mac Holbert (photographer and

master printer at Nash Editions); an eight page essay

entitled “The Four Stages of Photography” by Richard

B e n s o n (p h o t o g r a p h e r, m a s t e r p r i n t e r, a n d d e a n o f

t h e Yale art school ); a twenty page essay entitled 

“A History of Permanence In Traditional and Digital

Color Photography: The Role of Nash Editions” by

H e n ry Wilhelm (the foremost authority of the care

and permanence of photographic materials ) .

Also included are seven short commentaries re l e v a n t

t o t h e a rc o f p h o t o g r a p h i c p r i n t m a k i n g b y n o t e d

a rt i s t s including David Hockney, Danny Lyon, Olivia

P a r k e r, Horace Bristol, Jenny Okun, Darryl Curran, 

and Stephen Wi l k e s .

The rest of the 230 pages are lavishly illustrated with

images from a tremendously diverse array of art i s t s

including Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Eric Fischl, Robert

Heinecken, David Hockney, Pedro Meyer, Stephen

S h o re, and many more. 

It takes some time to fully digest this book. You’ll need

to dip into it again and again. With each re v i s i t a t i o n

new things come to light. It’s thoroughly re w a rding on

so many levels.
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