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I n t e rested in printing on exotic substrates? Consider

InkAID (i n k a i d . c o m). InkAID is a liquid coating that

p re p a re s s u rf a c e s f o r i n k j e t p r i n t i n g . C o a t i n g a n e x o t i c

s u b s t r a t e ’s surface will do several things. It will re d u c e

d o t g a i n , a l l o w i n g t h e p r i n t t o h o l d m o re d e t a i l . I t w i l l

i n c rease gamut, providing greater saturation. It will

i n c rease dmax, yielding a better black.

A rtists are experimenting with many types of exotic

substrates from aluminum, to acrylic sheets, to wood,

to uncoated fine art and handmade papers. Basically,

if you can get it through the printer and you can get

the ink to stick you can print on it. InkAID helps the

ink stick.
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T h e re are currently five InkAid products. White Matte

P recoat creates a white matte coat on any surf a c e .

Clear Semi-Gloss Precoat creates a transparent semi-

gloss finish on any surface. InkAID Adhesive and Clear

Gloss Precoat create a transparent glossy surface with

two coats. Clear Gloss Precoat II creates a transpare n t

glossy surface with one coat. When using clear coats,

you can choose to let the coloration of the base sur-

face show through (the material itself or a surf a c e

with an image) or you can coat it first with White

Matte Pre c o a t .

S u rf a c e s a re w a t e r re s i s t a n t a n d c a n b e re w o r k e d w i t h

subsequent printings, over painting, or distre s s i n g .

You may be able to use ICC profiles for similar inkjet

s u rfaces (if you get lucky), but it’s more likely that you

will have to create new ICC profiles specifically for

this surface to achieve the optimum results, especially

if the final state of the coated substrate is not white.

I n k A I D i s a c i d f re e a n d c o n t a i n s n o o p t i c a l b r i g h t e n e r s .

N o n s t a n d a rd t e s t s ( h a n g s a m p l e s i n a w i n d o w i n d i re c t

sunlight next to other prints and compare) indicate

longevity is roughly on par with similar inkjet prints.

Longevity ratings obtained from standardized tests are

not available as the variety of substrates being used

today is so vast.

A liter costs $25. A gallon costs $65. A sample set 

(5 ounces of five products) is available for $21 plus

shipping and handling.

InkAID.com has a useful FAQ section answering many

common questions about it’s use. The book D i g i t a l

A rt Studio: Techniques for Combining Inkjet Printing

with Traditional Art Materials by Bonnie Lhotka, Kare n

Schminke, and Dorothy Simpson Krause is another

s o u rce of useful inform a t i o n .
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