
You can expand or contract a painted area very 

p re c i s e l y. Once an area is painted, filter it using the

f i l t e r s M a x i m u m a n d M i n i m u m ( F i l t e r : O t h e r : M a x i m u m

o r M i n i m um) . M a x i m u m w i l l m a k e a l i g h t e r a re a b i g g e r,

while Minimum will make it smaller. These filters 

p e rf o rm the same function for a mask that Expand

and Contract do for a selection – but the preview is

b e t t e r. You can even Fade ( Edit: Fade) the filter for

even more precise placement. Doing this will adjust

any contour in a selected area. What’s more, you can

b rush over any area to re s t o re it to its previous state,

p a rtially or entire l y, using the History Brush at an

a p p ropriate opacity. This technique will make defining

any area or contour easier and more pre c i s e .

U s i n g a Wa c o m I n t u o s p e n a n d t a b l e t y o u c a n p ro g r a m

the side switch of the pen to activate the filter

Maximum or Minimum. First, you have to set up a key

command in Photoshop (alternately assign a function

key). Go to File: Edit: Keyboard Shortcuts to toggle
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the Filter menu and then click in the field under

S h o rt c u t – t y p i n g i n y o u r p re f e rre d s e t o f k e y c o m m a n d s .

( Mine are Shift: Option: Command + and Shift:

Option: Command - .) When you press these keys the

window for the appropriate filter will appear. Now

you can set up your pen and tablet to do the same

thing with a single click of the pen’s side switch.

( A l t e rn a t e l y, any of the ExpressKeys can be pro-

grammed to perf o rm the same function.) Open the

tablet controls, select Tool: Grip Pen and set the side

switch ( top or bottom) to Keystroke. Enter your 

p re f e rre d c u s t o m k e y c o m m a n d s , n a m e i t , a n d p re s s O K .

P ressing the side switch of the pen will now activate

the filter, allowing you to blur any area. You can also

p rogram the tablet’s Touch Strip to Scroll and use it to

dynamically change the Radius setting of the filter.

With this technique you can determine the position of

any painted contour visually, dynamically, and pre c i s e l y.
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