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DETERMINE PRECISE OPACITY FADE

Determining opacity precisely can be challenging.
Rather than guessing at numbers, determine it visually.
Instead of stroking an area many times with a small
brush at a low opacity, use a large brush and stroke
once with an opacity of 50%. Then Fade (Edit: Fade
or Shift Command F) the brush, up or down. Using the
Fade slider you can determine an opacity precisely based
on the visual display rather than by approximation.
Often, it helps to swing the slider both up and down
like a pendulum to first determine an appropriate
range. Swinging in finer arcs, by degrees, you can
achieve a very precise result.

Using a Wacom Intuos pen and tablet you can program
the side switch of the pen to activate the Fade command.

Open the tablet controls, select Tool: Grip Pen and set
the side switch (top or bottom) to Keystroke. Enter
Command: Shift: F, name this Fade, and press OK.
Now pressing the side switch of the pen will activate
the Fade command, allowing you to modify the opacity
of a brushtroke dynamically. (Alternately, any of the
ExpressKeys can be programmed to perform the same
function.) You can also program the Touch Strip to
Scroll and use it to dynamically change the Opacity
setting in the Fade command.

With this technique you can determine the opacity of
any painted mark visually, dynamically, and precisely.
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